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Fabrication in Psychology

0. Al-Khaleefa*

ABSTRACT

This study investigated talfiq or fabrication in psychology with reference to a single publication by Professor Abdel Rahman
Essawi who is the most prolific among Arab psychologists (63 books). Additionally, the study has discussed the relation between
analogy and fabrication, Islamization of knowledge, features of analogy by Arab psychologists between what is modern in
psychology and what is heritage as well as between the Quranic and psychological discourse. The author claimed that his
contribution is a form of "discovery for psychological I’jaz or "miraculous” in the Quran”. However, this study shows that there
are four levels of talfiq in Essawi's book: (a) Talfiq at the level ot concept (b) Talfiq at the level of theory (¢) Talfiq at the tevel of
methodology as well as (d) Talfiq at the level of history which shows that Essawi is unable to make an analogy between the
concepts of modern psychology with that in Arab Islamic heritage as the pioneers of renaissance in the Arab world did. With his
talfiq, Essawi entered the “lizard hole” in his attempt to analogize with the Freudian concepts of "1d". "ego" and "super-ego” with
Quranic concepts of the "commanding soul”, the "blaming soul” and the "pacified soul" respectively. The study concluded that
there is a dubitation regarding the discovery of the psychological I'jaz or miraculous of the Quran. Essawi's endeavor is an
unadaptive way of "finding a loophole” from the psychological predicament. Thus. his contribution remained as talfiq or
fabrication in the new psychological jurisprudence.
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